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to be outside of them. War is a foul game, and yet
war is not tho worst part of aristocratic history* In
later times, when tho baron, educated only for war,
with his brains paralysed by his stomach, found him-
self idle at homo, he grew fat and wanton, and a sorry
brute. Grammont, Pepys, and Evelyn, show tho
kennels to which the king and court went in quest of
pleasure* Prostitutes, taken from the theatres, were
made duchesses, their bastards dukes and earls, " Tin*
young men sat uppermost, the old serious lords wera
out of favour.*1 The discourse that the king's com-
panions had with him was ** poor and frothy*" No
man who valued his head might do what these pot-
companions familiarly did with the king. In logical
sequence of these dignified revels, Pepys can tell the
beggarly shifts to which tho king was reduced, who
could not find paper at his council table, and "no
handkerchers " in his wardrobe, *' and but three bands
to his neck/1 and the linen-draper and the stationer
were out of pocket, and refusing to trust him, and the
baker will not bring bread any longer. Meantime,
the English Channel was swept, and London threatened
by the Dutch fleet, manned too by English sailors,
who, having been cheated of their pay for years by
the king, enlisted with the enemy.

Tho Salwyn <*,orro.sp<m<l<'.nc.c> m tho reign of George
HI discloses a rottenness in the aristocracy which
threatened to decompow* the state. The sycophancy
and sale of votes and honour, for place and title;
lewdness, gaming, smuggling, bribery, and cheating;.
the sneer at the childish indiscretion of quarrelling